
ISSUE 24  March 2020

UWI
Cave Hill Campus

l	Creativity to the Fore
l	How to Grow a Medical �
	 Cannabis Industry
l	Panellists Urge Education Reform
l	From Sweet Potato to Plastic



	 DISCOURSE
1	 Advancing a 21st Century Learning 

Environment

	 NEWS
2	 Smart Progress
4	 St. Joseph Hospital Gets New Lease
5	 SALISES Pays Homage to Sir Arthur 

Lewis
6	 Two New Social Sciences Professors
6	 Barrow Papers Acquired
7	 Navigating Future Destinations

	 COVER STORY
8	 Creativity to the Fore

	 IN FOCUS
10	 How to Grow a Medical Cannabis  

Industry
12	 Panellists Urge Education Reform
14	 Humanities: To Die or Not to Die?
17	 Study: Parent Role Key In Educational 

Performance
18	 Lessons from a Revolution

	 MEDICAL HIGHLIGHTS
20	 In Celebration of Nurses & Midwives
21	 Connell the New Campus Voice
21	 Adams Awarded for Excellence

	 AWARDS
22	 Six Saluted for Excellence

	 ANALYSIS
25	 Call for Fairer Trade Governance
26	 Plant Health in Small Island States: A 

Plant Pathology Perspective

	 RESEARCH & INNOVATION
30	 Blackfish Caution
32	 From Sweet Potato to Plastic
34	 Artificial Intelligence (AI) in Latin America 

& the Caribbean
38	 Students Propose Urban Upgrades

	 PUBLICATIONS
41	 Women in Fisheries: Breaking the 

Silence

	 ACTIVISM
42	 Healthy Food at Schools May Be 

Legally Enforced
43	 Students Enlisted to End Gender-

based Violence

	 OUTREACH
45	 Nurturing Emotional Intelligence
46	 Historians Mark St. Vincent and 

the Grenadines 40th Anniversary of 
Independence

47	 Easing Attitudes to Medical 
Cannabis

	 SPORT
50	 Blackbirds Soaring High in  

Women’s Volleyball 
52	 Blackbirds Team Captivates Sailing 

Community	

	 ALUMNI ENGAGEMENT
54	 A Gift Worth Sharing

	 PEOPLE
55	 A Journey of Self-Discovery
56	 Extolling the Beauty of Modern 

Medicine
58 	 Master Gardener Signs Off
60	 Gender Specialist Appointed to 

United Nations
62	 Barriteau Awarded Highest Honour
65	 Malikah Triumphs Over Tragedy
67	 Robinson’s Double Delight

A PUBLICATION OF  
THE UNIVERSITY OF THE WEST INDIES,  
CAVE HILL CAMPUS, BARBADOS.

Printed in Barbados.

© 2020

We welcome your comments and feedback which 
can be directed to chillmagazine@cavehill.uwi.
edu or CHILL c/o The Office of Marketing and 
Communications, The UWI, Cave Hill Campus, 
Bridgetown BB11000, Barbados.
Tel (246) 417-7529

EDITOR:
Chelston Lovell
 
CONSULTANT EDITOR:
Ann St. Hill
 
PHOTO EDITORS:
Brian Elcock
Rasheeta Dorant
......................................................................... 
CONTRIBUTORS:
Angela T. Alleyne, PhD
Professor Eudine Barriteau, PhD, FB, GCM
Marsha Boyce
Chelceé Brathwaite
Margaret Gill, PhD
Faculty of Humanities and Education
Tara Inniss, PhD
Wendy Sealy, PhD
Camille Russell
Carol Williams
Leigh-Ann Worrell
.........................................................................
PHOTOGRAPHY: 
Kenmore Bynoe 
Brian Elcock
Andre Ellis
Salim Hussain
Terry Lowe
Peter Marshall
Alexander Newton
Nation Publishing Co. Limited
Bart Sim
Jaydene Thomas
Ralph “Bizzy” Williams
Internet Images
.........................................................................
PAGE LAYOUT:
Paul Gibbs
 
COVER DESIGN:  
Paul Gibbs
........................................................................

ISSUE 24 : March 2020

Contents



Recent research based 
at The University of 
the West Indies (The 
UWI), Cave Hill campus 

found that mercury levels in these 
mammals, particularly the killer 
whale, had the highest levels of 
mercury ever recorded worldwide.  
The samples of these blackfish, 
including false killer whale, killer 
whale, short-finned pilot whale, 
and Risso’s dolphin, were collected 
from the waters of St. Vincent and 
brought to Cave Hill for analysis.  
For all the species sampled, 
the study found the average 
concentration of mercury in the 
muscle tissue significantly exceeded 
the recommendation of the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations (FAO) and the 
World Health Organization (WHO) 
by an average of between three and 

forty-eight times the suggested 
upper limit, depending on the 
species. 

Project leader of the study 
Dr. Russell Fielding said samples 
of meat and other parts of the 
mammals that are used for 
consumption were collected during 

Blackfish 
Caution

Scientists have cautioned blackfish 
consumers in St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines after discovering high 
levels of mercury in these species.

the course of a year.  They were 
sent to the laboratory at the Cave 
Hill Campus for initial analysis and 
subsequently shipped to the United 
States for further tests.

“We found that not only were 
the mercury levels high enough 
to be of concern, but for certain 
aspects of the analysis, we were 
finding the highest numbers 
recorded on earth.” 

He stressed that for the killer 
whale (orca) being hunted in the 
region’s waters, the mercury 
values recorded were the highest 
ever for orcas: “This is comparing 
them to other samples from other 
parts of the world, including 
places where there are not even 
consumed.”

RESEARCH & INNOVATION
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Dr. Russell Fielding, visiting Lecturer in 
Environmental Studies at The UWI, Cave Hill 

by Camille Russell



Dr. Fielding expressed concern 
about the findings, since these 
whales are used as a food in St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines.  From 
the recommendations of the study, 
he advised the Government of 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
to consider the establishment of 
dietary recommendations and/
or whaling policies to mitigate 
this apparent public health risk. 
Dr. Fielding added that the local 
government is keen to understand 
the issue in the interest of 
preserving the country’s food 
security and public health.

Dr. Fielding is a visiting Lecturer 
of Environmental Studies and 
researcher at The UWI, Cave Hill.  

Major contributors to the study 
included Meaghan A. McCormack 
and Jessica Dutton of Texas 
State University, Jeremy J. Kiszka 
and Valeria Paz of the Florida 
International University, Brian P. 
Jackson of Dartmouth College, and 
Don R. Bergfelt of Ross University 
School of Veterinary Medicine in 
St. Kitts and Nevis. Key collaborator 

from the Cave Hill Campus 
was Dr. Emma Smith of the 

Department of Biological 
and Chemical Sciences 
who said that, while the 
campus was happy to 

facilitate the research, the results 
do merit concern and the campus 
looks forward to facilitating 
the next stage of research to 
investigate the effects on the 
consumers.

This study comes at a time 
when focus is intensifying on 
the region’s blue economy, 
with the hope that prudent, 
sustainable management of 
its marine resources could see 
the sector become an even 
greater contributor to regional 
development. u


